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meat. If by chance he finds himself in such a place, he will meet
death but not eat meat. That alone is dharma which is followed
at the cost of one's life; anything else is mere convenience or
amusement.
If we have resolved to give up fear of white soldiers, why
should we fear Colonel Pratapsingh's brown men?
Fear is a sign of our harbouring violence and hostility. Any-
one whom we regard as an enemy is sure to become so. If we
treat even an enemy as a friend, he will certainly become one in
the course of time. Man is made by his thoughts. We reap as we
sow. It cannot happen that one sows friendship and reaps enmity.
Our non-co-operation is a means of winning over even an enemy
with love.
This is not only the Hindus' dharma. Islam teaches the same
thing. It gives the first place to patience. It has room for war, but
only as a last resort and when one's side is less numerous than
the tyrant's, when refusing to fight may be a sign of cowardice
and when the person who leads the host into the battle is an illus-
trious soul trusted by all and without any selfish aim. This is
not, cannot be, the position in India. We are more numerous than
the opponent. There is no one to be our leader in fighting. For
us to fight will be no sign of manliness. We have not exhausted
all other means. We have not yet fully learnt the lesson of peace
and not completely adopted swadeshi. We have not learnt to
be truthful; we, Hindus and Muslims, have not yet rid ourselves
of mutual ill will and a large number of us love co-operation with
the Government. I have heard many aalims1 say that, in these
circumstances, fighting will be not jehad but fasad2.
From the point of view of whichever religion we consider the
matter, we can arrive at only one conclusion. We wish to con-
quer the enemy with love and, therefore, whether it is a white
army or a black one which is sent, our attitude towards it should
be the same. Accordingly, we should be ready to say "Welcome,
Colonel", if Colonel Pratapsinghji, or some other Colonel, does
indeed come with his men, though I believe that no Colonel
Pratapsinghji is coming to teach us a lesson,
'-   - HAS DAS BEEN ARRESTED?
A similar rumour is afloat about Das having  been  arrested.
I certaitily do not "bfelieve that he has been arrested. But it is more
tKat he lias t>een arrested than that Colonel Pratapsingh will